
 1946-1952: Best Years 
 
March 1946, Fulton, Missouri 
Winston Churchill gives speech at West Minster 
College 

 “An iron curtain has descended across the 
continent (Europe)” 

 Warning about Stalin and the Soviet Union- US 
would have to protect the world 

 Stalin considered the speech an act of war 

 ***The Cold War had begun*** 
 
Fall 1945- Homecoming for US soldiers 

 Veterans worried about what peace would bring 

 Would there be jobs? 
 
1944- Congress passed the GI Bill of Rights 

 Provided money for school, and home and 
business loans for returning soldiers 

 By 1949, nearly 631,000 bachelor’s degrees 
were earned, compared to only 186,000 in 1940. 

 
The US Economy- the Arsenal of Democracy 

 Consumer spending drives the economy 

 Wages and productivity went up 

 There was a great need for housing 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Levittown- experiment in low-cost, mass-produced 
housing 

 Affordable housing for the expanding middle 
class and soldiers returning to civilian life 

 Brought the assembly line to building houses 
o 18 built in the morning, 18 in the afternoon 
o 180 homes built per week 
o Avg. cost- $8,000 

***Made home ownership affordable*** 
***huge segments of society moves into the middle 
class*** 
 
The Baby Boom- Biggest demographic change in US 
history! 

 1946-1952: 25 million babies born in US 

 Considered a step back for women 
 
Post-War for African Americans 

 More than 1 million fought in WWII 

 Came home to continued discrimination and 
racism 

 Pres. Truman sends Civil Rights address to 
congress 

 Exec. Order 9981 ends discrimination in federal 
Gov. and Military 

 
1947- Jackie Robinson breaks color barrier in MLB 

 Provided hope for African Americans 



 
 
 
 
America Helps Rebuild Europe and Japan 

 400,000 US troops occupy Japan 

 US wrote Japan’s constitution- No War! 

 US & Soviets occupy Europe 
o Germany split into West (occupied by the 

Allies) & East (occupied by the Soviets) 

 Chaos begins in Europe- US fears people will 
turn to communism  

 
America to the Rescue: The Marshall Plan 

 $13 billion to rebuild Europe 

 Political turmoil and anarchy threaten Europe 

 Hoped to prevent struggling countries from falling 
to communism 

 Many people fleeing communist Eastern Europe 
 
Soviet troops on the rage 

 Blood lust to get revenge on Germans 

 Raped thousands of German women 

 Soviets had lost 20 million in WWII; 1.5 million in 
fight for Berlin 

 
Berlin Airlift- 1

st
 confrontation of the Cold War 

 June 1948: Soviet blockade of W. Berlin- Stalin 
cuts supply lines 

 Truman vows not to leave- starts airlift 



 US & British pilots fly in supplies 24/7 for 11 
months- Stalin finally gives up 

 
Aug 1949- Soviets successfully test A-Bomb 

 US was now a target, we did NOT trust the 
Soviets 

 
Oct 1, 1949- China falls to communism 

 Mao Zedong leads communist takeover 
 
June 1950- Communist North Korea Attacks South 
Korea 

 US army sent to defend South Korea 

 Another draft begins 

 53,000 Americans die during the 3 year “police 
action” 

 
Homecoming From Korea 

 No warm reception for returning US soldiers 

 “The Forgotten War” 
 
Another Red Scare 

 Ethel & Julius Rosenberg convicted and 
executed for selling nuclear secrets to the 
Soviets 

 Rise of Joseph McCarthy- claimed US Gov. and 
Military were full of communists- with NO proof 
***McCarthyism: accusing citizens of disloyalty 
without any evidence*** 

 



The Red Scare Goes to Hollywood 

 HUAC (House Un-American Activities 
Committee)- investigated 1,000’s about ties to 
communism 

 Movie studios “blacklisted” suspected 
communists 

 ***1947-1952: 3 million Americans investigated 
by FBI*** 

 
 
The Cold War- a different type of war 

 Gen. MacArthur wants to use 50 nukes & expand 
Korean war 

 He was fired by Pres. Truman 
o MacArthur had ignored Truman’s orders on 

several occasions, publicly spoke out against 
the president 

 1951 National Security Council report (NSC-68) 
o The U.S. should undertake a rapid buildup of 

offensive military capabilities 
 
Nov 1952- US tests the Hydrogen Bomb 

 1000 times stronger than A-Bomb 
 
1952- TV Takes Over 

 1
st
 presidential campaign to use TV 

 Everybody was watching- even Einstein! 
 
 


